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Dear Friends,

 I probably work at the only place where I wish we’d go out of business!

 I mean, can you imagine a world where hospitals were no longer necessary because 
nobody ever got sick, never broke a bone, and never needed surgery?

 But until that happens, the Ajax Pickering Hospital is here for you and your family 
when you need it, no matter what day or time you need it and no matter the reason why.  

 And it has been for the last 65 years...
 

 Of course, a lot has changed since February 23rd, 
1954, the day the Ajax and Pickering General Hospital 
(as it was then known) was officially opened at 580 
Harwood Ave South in Ajax.  At that time, constructing 
and equipping the hospital cost only $210,396 and 
was then staffed with just eight nurses!  In its first 
year, the hospital had 38 beds, admitted 1,079 patients, 
welcomed 245 babies and performed  238 surgeries.

 Jump forward to 2018, and the Ajax Pickering Hospital had 9,945 admitted patients, 
over 62,000 visits to the Emergency Department, performed 11,689 surgeries and brought 
into the world 1,514 babies.

 In the six and a half decades between those sets of numbers, the building has changed 
(in 1964, a new hospital opened and was just what we now know as the east tower), the 
number of patients has increased as Durham has grown, and the way we look after them has 
evolved thanks to new technology, but the one factor that has remained the same over all 
those years is the generous support the hospital has always received from the community and 
individual donors like you.

 That’s why, from one donor to another, from one community member to another, from 
a former patient to a neighbour, I am personally asking you to make a donation today to the 
Ajax Pickering Hospital.

...over

February, 2019

Tracy Paterson, CEO

Ajax & Pickering General Hospital, c1963



 For 65 years, donations like yours have sent a clear, widely heard message 
that our community supports its hospital… wants its hospital… needs its hospital. 

 According to the fundraising booklet from 
the 1950s (at the right), the community was making 
donations to help fill the new hospital with (then) 
state-of-the-art equipment like an x-ray machine that 
would have been used to diagnose T.B..

 Today, in 2019, the equipment we now have 
on our lists is probably completely unrecognizable to 
those donors from six decades ago, like

• a rapid blood/fluid infuser - an essential tool 
for our Emergency team during a trauma if the 
patient is experiencing hypovolemic shock or 
excessive blood loss.  This means that their 
heart is unable to pump enough blood to the 
body, which can cause many other organs to 
stop working.  Using the rapid fluid infuser, 
the doctors and nurses will be able to quickly 
replenish the body with intravenous fluids and/
or blood, as they also work to control the loss of fluid/blood and stabilize the 
damage;

• enteral syringe feeding pumps - used to give nutrition to babies who cannot 
eat on their own (therefore preventing malnutrition) or who need enhanced 
nutritional intake.  Because of the precise nature of feed required when caring 
for such a small patient, a pre-programmed pump pushes the nutrition formula or 
breast milk from a syringe – at the correct speed and rhythm - through the feeding 
tube, directly into the stomach.

• an ECG machine - this tool performs one of the most commonly performed 
cardiac tests; it is a valuable screening tool for a variety of cardiac abnormalities, 
and often times rules out heart attacks or diagnoses lethal arrhythmia. ECGs are 
performed on many patients in the hospital in the Cardiac Diagnostics Unit, on 
the in-patient units and in the Emergency Departments. ECGs are also performed 
on every patient over 50 years of age who is admitted for elective surgery. 

 Every year we ask our donors to help us buy items from a seemingly never-ending 
list of equipment, and every year you never let us down.
 
  ...Page 3



 In the Foundation office, we have photo albums and scrapbooks from the 1950s 
and 1960s.  They are our record of how the hospital was built and how the community 
came together - time and time again - to support it.  

 But most importantly to us, it is a chronicle of the different donors who generously 
made donations, large and small, to ensure that great health care was available to 
everyone, close to home.  And isn’t that exactly what you want too?
 
 In one of the books is a November 19, 1964 Ajax Advertiser article that talks about 
some of the ways money was raised for the “new hospital” :

• 700 volunteer canvassers visited 7,000 homes over a six-week period asking for 
support, and raised $210,000 in donations & pledges

• shortly after this success, another fundraising blitz was undertaken; this time 
in Bay Ridges.  Seventy volunteer canvassers collected over $2,000 in just one 
night!

• at a flag dedication ceremony, the Fairport Scouts & Cubs decided to 
unanimously donate $16.58 

• at a local Junior Farmer’s dance, a calf was offered as a door prize and the 
proceeds were donated

• a group of 10 to 12 year olds (named “The Woodhouse Players” after the 
street they lived on) filled the basement with grownups for an evening of 
entertainment.  They raised $2.50 for the hospital

 In a way, that article could have been written today, with just a few tweaks...

• St. Timothy’s Presbyterian Church held a concert that raised over $2,240 for 
Smart Pumps;

• 6-year-old Georgia and 8-year-old Charly who, instead of birthday gifts, asked 
for family and friends to make donations to the hospital’s paediatric department, 
and raised more than $600

• over 250 donors make automatic monthly donations that each year amount to 
over $65,000!

• neighbourhood No Frills stores asked their customers to “round up” their grocery 
bills, and that extra change totaled $4,364.52 in support of the hospital

• and local car dealership, VanDusen Chevrolet Buick GMC, donated something a 
little bigger than a baby cow to raffle off! - a car 

...over



 As the Durham population grows, as medical technology changes, as different 
diagnoses become more prevalent, it is critical that medical teams today can treat and 
care for their patients like they have been doing every year since the hospital opened.
 
 For 65 years, the Ajax Pickering Hospital has been here for you and your 
family when you needed it, so I’m hoping that today you, in return, will be here for 
it.

 Will you join with me again this year and help fund the equipment that is used 
every day by our doctors and nurses to look after every person who comes through our 
doors?

 Your gift will send an important message about how much our community 
supports, wants and needs our hospital. 
 
 Of course, you can also choose to join me as a monthly donor with a simple and 
convenient gift of $10, $25 or $35 every month.

 Thank you for continuing your tradition of giving, and supporting one of our 
community’s greatest – and oldest – resources.

 Together, let’s make 2019 the best year ever for our hospital! 

    Yours sincerely,

    Tracy L. Paterson
    CEO

P.S. Your gift today will help the Ajax Pickering Hospital look after our community for 
another 65 years!


